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1. LIFE EUROKITE

LIFE EUROKITE (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048) is a cross-border protection of the Red Kite in Europe by 
reducing human-caused mortality. The red kite breeds exclusively in Europe and is endangered due 
to illegal persecution. Within LIFE EUROKITE, we aim to get to the bottom of the anthropogenic 
mortality reasons using telemetry and work to prevent them. Based on the results measures to 
counteract anthropogenic mortality will be implemented. Where suitable structures and/or 
organisations exist, the counteractions will as far as possible, collaborate with them. The range of 
measures goes from information campaigns, initializing legal prosecution and lawsuits (e.g. against 
poisoners) to voluntarily technical measures (e.g. from power line providers) and political /  legal 
efforts (e.g. adaption of CAP schemes) and awareness actions.

Main project objectives:

ÅSignificant reduction of impact of poisoning (reduction of the rate of poisoning cases by 5% on 
EU level)

ÅIdentification and solving of problematic cases concerning electrocution /  collision

ÅReduction of other anthropogenic reasons of mortality

ÅPopulation reinforcement in Spain halters range loss and identifies the factors causing a decline 
of the populations, presumably associated with climate change.

More information on:

www.life-eurokite.eu

© Franz Josef Kovacs

http://www.life-eurokite.eu/


2. Dissemination Actions

E-Actions: Public awareness and dissemination of results (obligatory)

ÅACTION E.1: Mandatory dissemination actions (notice boards, layman´s report, webpage)

ÅACTION E.2: Campaign against poisoning

ÅACTION E.3: Transfer and replication of results

ÅACTION E.4: Scientific conferences / workshops

ÅACTION E.5: Promotional material

ÅACTION E.6: General media work

ÅACTION E.7: Awareness raising infrastructure ς webcams

ÅACTION E.8: Awareness raising stakeholders

ÅACTION E.9: Networking

3LIFE EUROKITE (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048) - Dissemination Action Report 2023



4

The start of the webpage (www.life-eurokite.eu) was in English on 04.2020. The 

German and the French webpages were added on 07.2020 and the Spanish on 

08.2020 with the help of LPO and SEO/BirdLife. The webpages are regularly 

updated. In total there were more than 38K different users with 86K sessions from 

177 different countries.

In addition, the LIFE EUROKITE Project is publishing a newsletter (in the first year 

every month, now every two month) in English, German, French and Spanish with 

707 (595 until 12/2022) subscriber (state 31/12/2023).

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/news/newsletter-archive/newsletter-archiv-

kopie.html
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Social Media

Facebook: 

online since 02.2020 

https://www.facebook.com/grosstrappeaustria/

Shared page with the LIFE Great Bustard page

2.001 Follower (State 17.01.2024, 1.935 Followers in 
2022)
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Twitter: 

online since 04.2020

https://twitter.com/life_eurokite

549Followers (State 17.01.2024, 

532 Followers in 2022)

Social Media
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Social Media

Instagram: 

online since 07.2020

https://www.instagram.com/life_eurokite/?hl=de

1.305 Followers (State 17.01.2024, 1.041 Followers in 2022)
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Social Media
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YouTube: 

online since 11.2020

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQhOAKWKwLgnp-
lCahjCDw

54 Followers (State 17.01.2024, 45 Followers in 2022)
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Notice boards

The 5 planned notice boards were erected in 2022 and 2023 in the course of ά30 
years LIFE tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέ.  

On the occasion of "30 years of the LIFE Programme" and the LIFE EUROKITE project, 
the opening of information boards of the LIFE EUROKITE project were celebrated in 
Germany, France, Spain and Austria. 

LIFE (L'Instrument Financier pour l'Environnement) is the only EU funding program 
that exclusively supports environmental concerns. LIFE celebrated its 30th 
anniversary on May 21st. The program, which has existed since 1992, promotes 
measures in the areas of biodiversity, environmental and climate protection.

The LIFE EUROKITE project is also 60% supported by LIFE. LIFE EUROKITE is a cross-
border and EU-wide project to protect the Red Kite (Milvus milvus) with the aim of 
reducing human-caused mortality. The red kite breeds almost exclusively in Europe 
and is e.g. threatened by persecution. Within LIFE EUROKITE, the anthropogenic 
causes of mortality are being investigated with the help of telemetry and work is 
being done to reduce them in the future.

In Austria, together with Mayor Gernot Haupt (Marchegg), Mag. Rainer Raab 
(Technical Manager LIFE EUROKITE), Ing. Werner Falb-Meixner (Chairman MEGEG, 
Vice President of the Burgenland Chamber of Agriculture), René Lobner (LEADER 
Region Marchfeld, Member of the Lower Austrian Parliament), Mag. Margit Bruck-
Friedrich, M.A. (Ambassador, Austrian Embassy Pressburg), Mag.a Viktoria Hasler 
(representing Leonore Gewessler, BA Federal Minister BMK) and Provincial Councilor 
Martin Eichtinger (representing Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner), on May 21, 2022 
the LIFE EUROKITE information board at Marchegg Castle unveiled during the 
Marchfeld Region Festival and the Lower Austrian State Exhibition. 

You can find a video about this under the following link:

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/de/aktuelles/news-detail/eroeffnung-der-life-eurokite-
informationstafel-und-30-jahre-life.html
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Opening of the LIFE EUROKITE information board during the Marchfeld region festival and the Lower Austrian state 
exhibition with representatives of the region. © Franz Josef Kovacs

Unveiling of the information board together with (from left to right) René Lobner (LEADER region Marchfeld, member of the 
Lower Austrian state parliament), Ing. Werner Falb-Meixner (Chairman MEGEG, Vice President of the Burgenland Chamber of 
Agriculture), Mag.a Viktoria Hasler (representing Leonore Gewessler, BA Federal Minister BMK), Provincial Councilor Martin 
Eichtinger (on behalf of Provincial Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner), Mag. Margit Bruck-Friedrich, M.A. (Ambassador, Austrian 

Embassy Pressburg) and Mag. Rainer Raab (Technical Manager LIFE EUROKITE) and . © Hannah Böing
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The opening of the LIFE EUROKITE information board also took place in Spain on May 21, 2022. 
Together with representatives from Fondo Amigos del Buitre, SEO/BirdLife, Grupo Ornitológico 
Oscense and members of the local group "SEO-Huesca", the board was opened in Binaced at a 
bird watching point. The following link takes you to the Spanish press release.

https://seo.org/2022/05/23/acercate-a-los-milanos-reales-de-binaced-huesca/

© SEO/BirdLife
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Together with the άRotmilanzentrum am Heineanumέ (red kite center at the 
Heineanum) in Halberstadt (Germany), an information board of the LIFE EUROKITE 
project was also opened on June 24th, 2022. 

The main goal of the red kite Center is to stabilize the red kite population in the 
state of Saxony-Anhalt (Germany). For this to happen, however, other medium-
term goals must also be achieved. This includes, for example, the establishment of 
the center as a (nationally and internationally) recognized advice and information 
center for the red kite. Closing existing gaps in knowledge and monitoring the 
nationwide population of red kites is also one of the goals that they want to 
achieve. 
Together with the LIFE EUROKITE projects, several red kites are also being tagged 
and tracked in Saxony-Anhalt.

Opening of the LIFE EUROKITE information board on 24.06.2022 in Halberstadt (Germany). 
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Opening of the LIFE EUROKITE 
notice board on 30th November 

2022 in Saint-Étienne-de-Baïgorry 
(Pyrenees, France)
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The Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, and Sustainable Development of the 

Extremadura Regional Government, Mercedes Morán, has inaugurated the 

informative signboard of the LIFE EUROKITE project in Valencia del Mombuey 

(Badajoz) on 22nd December 2023. With this action, AMUS wants to express 

gratitude and recognition to the municipality of Valencia del Mombuey for all the 

support received from its mayor and residents in the development of biodiversity 

conservation projects, particularly the release of red kites in the reinforcement 

action for the population of this threatened species in the Southwest of Spain. The 

release takes place in the municipality of Valencia del Mombuey.

Following the presentation of the informative panel, along with residents and 

students from the public school Santa Margarita in Valencia del Mombuey, a red kite 

rehabilitated at the AMUS Wildlife Hospital was released. This red kite was equipped 

with a GPS transmitter from the LIFE Eurokite project, which will not only allow for 

tracking but also provide students from this school with an opportunity to study the 

movements of this kite across various European countries.

AMUS expresses gratitude for the support received from the current Minister of 

Agriculture, Livestock, and Sustainable Development of the Extremadura Regional 

Government, as well as from the mayor of Valencia del Mombuey, Manuel Naharro, 

for the projects that AMUS carries out in Extremadura, particularly the LIFE 

EUROKITE project.
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Campaign against poisoning

The first meeting to discuss possible Campaigns against 
poisoning took place on the 5th of October 2021. A general data 
collection of poisoning cases in whole Europe is ongoing and the 
first campaigns will start in 2024 to raise more awareness. The 
focus will be on country and regions with a high rate of 
poisoning cases. 
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Transfer and replication of results

In 2023 first Publications in a Scientific Journals were published with the 
cooperation of the LIFE EUROKITE project. 
https://www.life-eurokite.eu/de/publikationen/publications-in-scientific-
journals.html

In 2024 various publication will follow.

2023
Å Dostál, Marek, Literák, Ivan, Horal, David, Svetlík, Ján, Raab, Rainer, 

Hohenegger, Johannes and Matusik Hynek (2023). Integrated Approach 
Improves Monitoring of Wintering Red Kites in Central Europe. Journal of 
Raptor Research 57(4):1ς9. doi: 10.3356/JRR-22-97. 2023 The Raptor 
Research Foundation, Inc. December 2023.
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Scientific conferences / workshops
The workshop ά¢ŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέ was held on the 8th of April 2020, 18 Participants 
from the project consortium. After a presentation of the technical requirements and 
possibilities a preliminary decision was taken to use ANITRA loggers for 2020. (After 
the workshop a price comparison of 4 comparable devices was done and the ANITRA 
product was the technically best and also the cheapest).

The workshop ά!Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ against illegal tƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎέ was held on the 12th of November 
2020, 83 Participants, 3 welcome speeches, 8 keynote speeches. Good overview of 
poisoning situation and past /  ongoing initiatives.

The workshop άtƻǿŜǊ [ƛƴŜǎέ was held on the 2nd of December 2020, 21 Participants, 6 
keynote speeches. Good overview of experience and available materials. Methods 
and materials have to be decided on a case by case basis.

The Workshop άhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ of wildlife poisoning in whole 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ took place on the 
11th of November 2021 in which 94 people from 13 different countries and around 40 
different organizations and projects took part. The workshop was opened by Werner 
Falb-Meixner, the chairman of the Central European Society for Raptor Protection 
(MEGEG) and the Members of the Euuropean Parliament Thomas Waitz (Group of the 
Greens/European Free Alliance) and Michal Wiezik (Group of the European People's 
Party - Christian Democrats).
https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/news/news-detail/results-workshop-overview-of-
wildlife-poisoning-in-whole-europe.html
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Conference: Shared airspace - Towards a Bird-Friendly Power Grid

On September 28, 2022, RGI (Renewables Grid Initiative) and NABU (Nature and 

Biodiversity Conservation Union) together with seven German power grid operators 

invited to the event "Shared Airspace: Towards a bird-friendly power grid" in the 

Dortmunder U. The LIFE EUROKITE project was also invited to present the experiences 

of the project. Together with Amprion GmbH, one of the partners of the LIFE EUROKITE 

project, bird protection in the power grid in Germany, but also beyond national borders, 

could be further developed. The conference was about anchoring bird protection in the 

debate about environmentally friendly grid expansion and equally about uncovering 

hurdles and ways of implementation.

The forthcoming expansion of renewable energies is consequently accompanied by the 

expansion of the power grid. Herein lies the opportunity to enter into dialogue and bring 

together various interests for the energy transition and species protection. 

 

© RGI

More information here: https://renewables-grid.eu
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LIFE EUROKITE Midterm Conference

On 05.10.2023, the LIFE EUROKITE midterm conference took place in 
Halberstadt (Germany). Together with project partners and 
cooperation partners of the project, this day was used to exchange 
ideas and listen to interesting presentations during the conference. 
We would like to thank all those who were present on site and 
online.

More information can be found under the following link:

https://www .life-eurokite.eu/en/news/news-detail/life-eurokite-
midterm-conference-2.html
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E.5

Promotional material

The LIFE EUROKITE project was selected for the printing of 
200 postcards by #EUinmyRegion, which will be used for 
promotional material. 

Up to now there are different types of promotional 
materials were produced and distributed:

o T-shirts
o Cloth bags
o Pencils
o Stickers (Transparent and white background)
o Bookmarks
o Roll-Ups
o Flyer/Borchures

The first promotional materials was distributed during the 
erection of the notice boards an several events in 2022. 
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