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1. LIFE EUROKITE

LIFEEUROKITE(LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048) is a cross-border protection of the RedKite in Europeby
reducinghuman-causedmortality. Thered kite breedsexclusivelyin Europeandisendangereddue
to illegal persecution. Within LIFEEUROKITE,we aim to get to the bottom of the anthropogenic
mortality reasonsusingtelemetry and work to prevent them. Basedon the resultsmeasuresto
counteract anthropogenic mortality will be implemented. Where suitable structures and/or
organisationsexist,the counteractionswill asfar aspossible,collaboratewith them. Therangeof
measuresgoesfrom informationcampaigns,initializinglegalprosecutionandlawsuits(e.g. against
poisoners)to voluntarily technicalmeasures(e.g. from power line providers)and political / legal
efforts (e.g. adaptionof CAPschemes)andawarenessactions.

Main projectobjectives:

ÅSignificantreductionof impact of poisoning(reductionof the rate of poisoningcasesby 5%on
EUlevel)

ÅIdentificationandsolvingof problematiccasesconcerningelectrocution/ collision

ÅReductionof other anthropogenicreasonsof mortality

ÅPopulationreinforcementin Spainhaltersrangelossand identifiesthe factorscausinga decline
of the populations,presumablyassociatedwith climatechange.

More informationon:

www.life-eurokite.eu

http://www.life-eurokite.eu/


2. Dissemination Actions

E-Actions: Public awareness and dissemination of results (obligatory)

ÅACTION E.1: Mandatory dissemination actions (notice boards, layman´s report, webpage)

ÅACTION E.2: Campaign against poisoning

ÅACTION E.3: Transfer and replication of results

ÅACTION E.4: Scientific conferences / workshops

ÅACTION E.5: Promotional material

ÅACTION E.6: General media work

ÅACTION E.7: Awareness raising infrastructure ςwebcams

ÅACTION E.8: Awareness raising stakeholders

ÅACTION E.9: Networking
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The start of the webpage(www.life-eurokite.eu) was in Englishon 04.2020. The

Germanand the Frenchwebpageswere added on 07.2020 and the Spanishon

08.2020 with the help of LPO and SEO/BirdLife. The webpagesare regularly

updated. In total there were 38K different users with 68K sessionsfrom 177

different countries.

In addition, the LIFEEUROKITEProject is publishinga newsletter (in the first year

everymonth, now every two month) in English,German,Frenchand Spanishwith

595(374in 2021) subscriber(state31.12.2022).

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/news/newsletter-archive/newsletter-archiv-

kopie.html

E.1
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Social Media

Facebook:

online since 02.2020 

https://www.facebook.com/grosstrappeaustria/

Shared page with the LIFE Great Bustard page

1.935 Follower (State 05.01.2023, 1.788 Followers in 
2021)
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Twitter:

onlinesince04.2020

https://twitter.com/life_eurokite

532 Followers (State 05.01.2023, 

328 Followers in 2021)

Social Media
E.1

https://twitter.com/life_eurokite


Social Media

Instagram: 

online since 07.2020

https://www.instagram.com/life_eurokite/?hl=de

1.041 Followers (State 05.01.2023, 786 Followers in 2021)
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Social Media

8

YouTube: 

online since11.2020

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQhOAKWKwLgnp-
lCahjCDw

45 Followers (State 05.01.2023, 23 Followers in 2021)

E.1
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Noticeboards

4 of the 5 plannednoticeboardswereerectedin 2022in the courseofά30yearsLIFE
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέ.

Onthe occasionof "30 yearsof the LIFEProgramme"andthe LIFEEUROKITEproject,
the openingof information boardsof the LIFEEUROKITEproject were celebratedin
Germany,France,SpainandAustria.

LIFE(L'InstrumentFinancierpour l'Environnement) is the only EUfunding program
that exclusively supports environmental concerns. LIFE celebrated its 30th
anniversaryon May 21st. The program, which has existed since 1992, promotes
measuresin the areasof biodiversity,environmentalandclimateprotection.

TheLIFEEUROKITEproject is also60%supportedby LIFE. LIFEEUROKITEis a cross-
border and EU-wide project to protect the RedKite (Milvusmilvus)with the aim of
reducinghuman-causedmortality. Thered kite breedsalmost exclusivelyin Europe
and is e.g. threatened by persecution. Within LIFEEUROKITE,the anthropogenic
causesof mortality are being investigatedwith the help of telemetry and work is
beingdoneto reducethem in the future.

In Austria, together with Mayor Gernot Haupt (Marchegg), Mag. Rainer Raab
(TechnicalManagerLIFEEUROKITE),Ing. Werner Falb-Meixner (ChairmanMEGEG,
Vice Presidentof the BurgenlandChamberof Agriculture),RenéLobner (LEADER
RegionMarchfeld, Member of the LowerAustrianParliament),Mag. Margit Bruck-
Friedrich,M.A. (Ambassador,Austrian EmbassyPressburg), Mag.a Viktoria Hasler
(representingLeonoreGewessler, BAFederalMinister BMK)andProvincialCouncilor
Martin Eichtinger(representingGovernorJohannaMikl-Leitner), on May 21, 2022
the LIFEEUROKITEinformation board at Marchegg Castle unveiled during the
MarchfeldRegionFestivalandthe LowerAustrianStateExhibition.

Youcanfind a videoabout this underthe followinglink:

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/de/aktuelles/news-detail/eroeffnung-der-life-eurokite-
informationstafel-und-30-jahre-life.html
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Opening of the LIFE EUROKITE information board during the Marchfeldregion festival and the Lower Austrian state 
exhibition with representatives of the region. © Franz Josef Kovacs

Unveiling of the information board together with (from left to right) René Lobner (LEADER region Marchfeld, member of the 
Lower Austrian state parliament), Ing. Werner Falb-Meixner (Chairman MEGEG, Vice President of the Burgenland Chamber of 
Agriculture), Mag.aViktoria Hasler (representing LeonoreGewessler, BA Federal Minister BMK), Provincial CouncilorMartin 
Eichtinger (on behalf of Provincial Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner), Mag. Margit Bruck-Friedrich, M.A. (Ambassador, Austrian 

Embassy Pressburg) and Mag. Rainer Raab (Technical Manager LIFE EUROKITE) and . © Hannah Böing

E.1



Theopeningof the LIFEEUROKITEinformation boardalsotook placein Spainon May 21, 2022.
Togetherwith representativesfrom FondoAmigosdel Buitre, SEO/BirdLife,GrupoOrnitológico
Oscenseand membersof the local group "SEO-Huesca",the board wasopenedin Binacedat a
bird watchingpoint. Thefollowinglink takesyouto the Spanishpressrelease.

https://seo.org/2022/05/23/acercate-a-los-milanos-reales-de-binaced-huesca/

© SEO/BirdLife
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Together with the άRotmilanzentrumam Heineanumέ(red kite center at the
Heineanum) in Halberstadt(Germany),an informationboardof the LIFEEUROKITE
projectwasalsoopenedon June24th, 2022.

Themain goalof the red kite Centeris to stabilizethe red kite population in the
state of Saxony-Anhalt (Germany). For this to happen,however,other medium-
term goalsmustalsobeachieved. Thisincludes,for example,the establishmentof
the centerasa (nationallyand internationally)recognizedadviceand information
center for the red kite. Closingexistinggapsin knowledgeand monitoring the
nationwide population of red kites is also one of the goals that they want to
achieve.
Togetherwith the LIFEEUROKITEprojects,severalred kitesare alsobeingtagged
andtrackedin Saxony-Anhalt.

Opening of the LIFE EUROKITE information board on 24.06.2022 in Halberstadt (Germany). 

E.1
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Campaign against poisoning

The first meeting to discuss possible Campaigns against
poisoningtook placeon the 5th of October2021. A generaldata
collectionof poisoningcasesin whole Europeis ongoingandthe
first campaignswill start in 2023 to raisemore awareness. The
focus will be on country and regions with a high rate of
poisoningcases.
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Transfer and replication of results

Thefirst meetingtook placeon the 20th of January2021
with 21 peoplefrom different organisations(e.g., AMUS,
SPEA,GREFA,ornithologicalstations).
Thefirst publicationsarenow in planningandwill be first
focuson the overviewof mortality reasonsof RedKites
in Europeand the mortality protocol in general. Thefirst
paperswill be publishedin 2023.
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Scientific conferences / workshops
Theworkshopά¢ŀƎƎƛƴƎǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέwasheld on the 8th of April 2020, 18 Participants
from the project consortium. After a presentationof the technicalrequirementsand
possibilitiesa preliminarydecisionwas taken to useANITRAloggersfor 2020. (After
the workshopa price comparisonof 4 comparabledeviceswasdoneand the ANITRA
productwasthe technicallybestandalsothe cheapest).

Theworkshopά!ŎǘƛƻƴǎagainstillegaltƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎέwas held on the 12th of November
2020, 83 Participants,3 welcomespeeches,8 keynote speeches. Goodoverview of
poisoningsituationandpast/ ongoinginitiatives.

TheworkshopάtƻǿŜǊ[ƛƴŜǎέwasheldon the 2nd of December2020, 21Participants,6
keynote speeches. Good overview of experienceand availablematerials. Methods
andmaterialshaveto bedecidedon a caseby casebasis.

The WorkshopάhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿof wildlife poisoningin whole9ǳǊƻǇŜέtook placeon the
11th of November2021in which94 peoplefrom 13 different countriesandaround40
different organizationsand projectstook part. Theworkshopwasopenedby Werner
Falb-Meixner, the chairmanof the Central EuropeanSocietyfor Raptor Protection
(MEGEG)andthe Membersof the EuuropeanParliamentThomasWaitz(Groupof the
Greens/EuropeanFreeAlliance)and Michal Wiezik(Groupof the EuropeanPeople's
Party- ChristianDemocrats).
https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/news/news-detail/results-workshop-overview-of-
wildlife-poisoning-in-whole-europe.html

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/news/news-detail/results-workshop-overview-of-wildlife-poisoning-in-whole-europe.html
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Conference: Shared airspace - Towards a Bird-Friendly Power Grid

On September 28, 2022, RGI (Renewables Grid Initiative) and NABU (Nature and

Biodiversity Conservation Union) together with seven German power grid operators

invited to the event "Shared Airspace: Towards a bird-friendly power grid" in the

Dortmunder U. The LIFE EUROKITE project was also invited to present the experiences

of the project. Together with Amprion GmbH, one of the partners of the LIFE EUROKITE

project, bird protection in the power grid in Germany, but also beyond national borders,

could be further developed. The conference was about anchoring bird protection in the

debate about environmentally friendly grid expansion and equally about uncovering

hurdles and ways of implementation.

The forthcoming expansion of renewable energies is consequently accompanied by the

expansion of the power grid. Herein lies the opportunity to enter into dialogue and bring

together various interests for the energy transition and species protection.

© RGI

More information here: https://renewables-grid.eu

E.4

https://renewables-grid.eu/activities/events/detail/news/conference-gemeinsamer-luftraum-auf-dem-weg-zu-einem-vogelfreundlichen-stromnetz.html#Agenda&PPTs
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Promotional material

TheLIFEEUROKITEproject wasselectedfor the printing of
200 postcardsby #EUinmyRegion,which will be used for
promotionalmaterial.

Up to now there different types of promotional materials
wereproducedanddistributed:

o T-shirts
o Clothbags
o Pencils
o Stickers(Transparentandwhite background)
o Bookmarks
o Roll-Ups
o Flyer

Thefirst promotional materialswasdistributed during the
erectionof the noticeboardsanseveraleventsin 2022.
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tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ α5ŜǊ wƻǘƳƛƭŀƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŀ - ErfolgreicherSchutz auf 
internationaler Ebene"

(The Red Kite in Europe - Successful protection at international level)

Hainburg an der Donau. On May 24th, 2022, during the Austrian Power Grid AG (APG)
symposium"Sustainablehabitat management- Biodiversity and SpeciesProtection on
power lines",the book"TheRedKitein Europe- SuccessfulProtectionat internationallevel"
waspublished.

In addition to a largenumber of fantasticpictures,the book offers the readerbackground
informationon the red kite, its habitat anddistribution aswell asits main threats. Thereare
many different conservation efforts for the red kite across Europe. In addition to
governmental organizationsand non-governmental organizations,there are numerous
smaller and larger projects to protect the red kite and other raptor species. The
internationalstatementsby organizationsand scientistsin the book showthe meaningand
importanceof cross-bordercooperationbetweenall different interestgroups.

The costs for image fees, parts of the text creation and the entire printing costs were
financedby AustrianPowerGridAG(APG). Partsof the text were createdaspart of the LIFE
EUROKITEproject (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048), whichis funded60%from the LIFENatureFund.
APGwill providea total of 1,500copiesfor stakeholdersto the LIFEEUROKITEproject.

Publicationof the book "Der Rotmilan in Europa- ErfolgreicherSchutzauf internationaler Ebene"
during the AustrianPowerGrid AG(APG)symposium"Sustainablehabitat management- Biodiversity
and SpeciesProtectionon power lines" on 24th of May 2022in Hainburg(Austria). Fromleft to right:
BiologistRainerRaab(author), SvenAbele(autor; APG),nature photographerFranzKovacs(author),
biologistHannahBöing(author),WolfgangHafner(APG). Photo: APG/MarkusVirgolini
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Link to the book"Der Rotmilan in Europa - Erfolgreicher Schutz auf internationaler Ebene"

Press release Austrian Power Grid(APG) "Habitat managementά

Handover of the red kite book in the following days (from left to right) to Angelo Salsi 
(Head of LIFE Unit - EASME) and Juraj Droba (President of the Bratislava Region).

E.5
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Videos about the Red Kite

Up to now there have been 6 different videos about the 
Red Kite and the project partners. The videos were 
distributed in the social media and can be seen on 
YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQhOAKWKwLgn
p-lCahjCDw

E.5

Video Length (min) Published

LIFE EUROKITE Project 02:12 12.04.2021

Red Kite general 02:52 03.05.2021

Interview with Netz NÖ 02:56 16.07.2021

Interview with Federal Ministry Gewessler 03:59 23.07.2021

Interview with Amprion 05:38 05.08.2021

Interview with Rotmilanzentrum 03:21 12.08.2021

Reinforcement Spain AMUS 01:16 10.10.2022

Interview with E.GD 04:23 18.11.2022

Interview with CSO 04:03 18.11.2022

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQhOAKWKwLgnp-lCahjCDw


Therehavebeen more than 100 pressreleasesfrom at least
60 different authors by different partners and newspaper
companies. There have been 10 larger articles in different
Magazines(German,English,Hungarian& Spanish),11 TV
spot,oneexhibitionand3 different radio interviews.

Pressreleasesin Spanish,English,German,Portuguese,Slovak
andFrenchcanbe found on our website.

https://www.life-eurokite.eu/en/media/press-releases.html
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Press releases
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